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haett: in Unterwellenborn, vic. Saalfeld, Thuringia, oa the only blast furn E 

the Seviet Zone, and ndnce it is very much overtaned : 

: & 

“. he plans co1ists of four pepe furnaces, three with a capacity of 350 cubic meters, | 
ind one With a capacity of 250 dubic meters. There are three pairs of blast heater: | 


‘“ipderhitgpaare) and three blowers , ach with a pressure of one atmosphere. The 

enipment is entirely sufficient because normally only three of the furnaces are in 
“ig Since each furnace rénains active for five years end the rebuilding F 
sakes about two years. The average annual production wes 300,000 tons of i 
It wag processed via thitee plents, a Thomas-steel plant; a rolling will. 


ressing plant. : 

o jas’ few years the pr saat ton ras pena aeens by about 60 per cent. The - &£ 
al reasons therefor are (2) the blowers have been now in operation uninter- : 

opevecdio for over oighys ae (2) there have Ae ve cncdcratlc irvegularitias Lt. ‘ 
whe supply of ec oke, ore and scrap, The DWAR na+ reneatedly reprimanded the plant ; 
for PLS Low ontpat. i 


azement of the plant <¢ counters the reprimands with the declaration that the 

ty of raw materials delivered (abnehmenie Stueckigkeil, des 

serials) Lowers the pressure cf the blast, which is already down +o 
eee sphere in the blowdr , and to one quarter aunosphere in the furnace, 

var LO per sent. In addition, only 50 per cent ct the available fas can, at 
ized, while lO per cent has to be blown into the air. At times 

ne ore ALL is available and the metal input consists entirely of scrap. Such 

as jo available, from the nearby mines, is of low quality because the mines, to 
ther om inflated production gy uote. fail to cull thoir production sufficiently. 
same is true of coke deliveries. Yet the olant is ordered to use al meterials 


d 


' 


E Since 1 July 199 some measures ‘to reach the previous production of 300,000 tons : 


per year have been taken. These are as f follows: E 
(a) The small furnace has been enlarged by 20 per cent. F 
gee ~ - f : cn ” - ats ‘ : 
(a: The addition of another pair of blast heaters (Winderhitzerpaar) and another : 
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lower bas been planned (One blower was completed in duly LOW9 avd is in 
ration.) 


i>) The rebuilding process for furnaces has been speeded up from tvo years te 
a four to five uontha, so that now all four furnaces are “ain operation sinrul~ 
yancously and will remain sad unGil 1953. 


(j} Construction ef an iron sintering plant was started. it is to eliminate 
the “leh proportion of fine consistency in the input materi-1 which resutts 
fron a greater use of ore. | 


f:} The operation of four furnages necessitates a circulation of 3500 cubic 

neters (921,630 U.S. gals.) of water, with an hourly loss of 20 enbie meters 

(412.000 U.S. eals.}. When |the operation of four furnaces was ordered, no one 
into consideration that the existing water swonly was insufficient to 
replace the additional loss of water. fence, sorious cifliculties were en- 
countered when in September 1959 the moulds began to burn a. A large munber 

’ students and school children were mobilized to build a new waterline from 

the Saale river to the plant. 4 was completed ir three morvhs. Even though, 
ne further difficulties of that nature are anticipated, the annual production 
rate was seriously affected in the meantime. 


The greatest difficulties are encountered by the DDR in its attempts to procure 
turbo blewers. Wone are under construction and suitable ones ara available in 
the Western Zones only. 


me SRL /U.& ene} ERIC TALS ; ON 


Approved For Release 2006/02/27 : CIA-RDP82-00457R006300130001-1 


